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Building boards 
VISIBLE BOARD BEHIND GLASS FACADE 

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 1 
 
1. GENERAL 
 
These application guidelines are specifically intended for the fastening of ETERNIT building boards behind a 
transparent façade or a façade with openings, in which the ETERNIT building board remains visible and fulfils 
an aesthetic function. A number of basic principles are given that must be adhered to. For variations or additional 
advice one can always contact ETERNIT.  
 
2. MATERIAL 
 
The following ETERNIT products are treated in this document. 
 
·  ETERBOARD MD  : 9 mm 
 
For product data and the details of the processing of the various panels reference is made to the product 
information sheets available from ETERNIT.  
 
ETERBOARD MD can only be temporarily exposed to the weather conditions. It is advised to finish the 
ETERBOARD MD board with the façade cladding within 10 days.  
 
3. AREA OF APPLICATION 
 
These instructions apply for buildings up to a certain height and subjected to a maximum actual wind load.  
 

Position Building height Maximum actual wind load 

  Centre area Edge area 
 m N/m2 N/m2 

Inland area 0-10 650 1000 
Inland area 10-20 800 1200 
Inland area 
Coastal area 

20-50 
0-20 1000 1500 

 
The width of the edge area amounts to at least 1 m from the corner of the building and must be further 
determined on the basis of prevailing national standards and conditions. 
 
If variations of the aforementioned load limits occur (e.g. due to certain location or form factors, etc.), the design 
must be determined by building services engineers.  
 
 

                                            
1 These application instructions replace all previous editions. ETERNIT reserves the right to change these instructions 
without prior notice. The reader must always ensure that he/she is in possession of the most recent version of this 
documentation. The instructions in this document are non-exhaustive. The guarantees are only applicable if the application 
instructions are followed. Ask advice from ETERNIT in the case of different applications. 
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4. FIXING METHOD 
 
The building boards are intended to be fastened according to the ‘general principles’ of the application 
instructions “Facade_Largesize_Ventisol_Lat”. 
 
 
In addition the following applies: 
 
1. ETERNIT building boards behind a glass façade are preferably fastened with a ventilated cavity. The 
necessary openings are provided on the bottom side, top side and in the details to allow sufficient ventilation.  
 
·  ventilation openings above/below  : ³  10 mm/m of 100 cm2/m 
 
Building height 0-10 m 10-20 m 20-50 m 
Minimum cavity width 20 mm 25 mm 30 mm 
 
2. As a general rule the following maximum distances between the fixing accessories must be respected.  
 

Inland 0-20 m Inland 20-50 m 
Coast 0-20 m 

 

mm mm 
Centre area façade 600 400 
Edge area façade 
Single span 400 400 

 
3. The following design of the screw must be respected. The screw is provided with a very sharp point and wings 
on the shaft so the pre-drilling of the panel is not needed. 
 

 
 
4. The facade panels are fixed with open joints to allow the free movement of the panel.  
 
·  minimum joint width  : 5 mm 
 

  

  
a 90 mm 
b 25 mm 
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5. EXAMPLE FINISHING: GLASS FACADE 
 
The glass facade always has to be fastened with a ventilated cavity. The necessary openings are provided at the 
bottom, on top and in the details to allow sufficient ventilation.  
 
 
·  ventilation openings above/below  : ³  10 mm/m of 100 cm2/m 
 
Building height 0-10 m 10-20 m 20-50 m 
Minimum cavity width 20 mm 25 mm 30 mm 

 
The building board is to be fixed in such a way that it is technically free of displacement constraint. The fastening 
of the glass carrying structure through the board, may not prevent the free movement of the board. Therefore the 
holes for the fastening of the glass carrying structure have to be predrilled. The diameter of the predrilled hole 
has to be bigger then the diameter of the fixing device. 
 
This is shown in the drawing below. 
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6. EXAMPLE FINISHING  : FACADE STRIPS WITH OPEN JOINTS  
  
The facade strips (e.g. SIDINGS) are fixed on horizontal wooden supporting laths while the joints remain open. 
The open part of the facade has to be uniformly divided and may not exceed 10% of the total facade surface. 
 
 
This is shown in the drawing below. 
 

 
 
 
7. HEALTH AND SAFETY ASPECTS 
 
As with many building materials, the inhalation of fine (respirable size) quartz containing dust, particularly when 
in high concentrations or over prolonged periods of time can lead to serious lung diseases. Fine quartz containing 
dust  may be released by machining this product.  For more details and the necessary precautions, please check 
the Safety Data Sheet. 
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